Africa

HSCE 4.3.1—Africa to 1500—Describe characteristics of early African Societies.  Use a map to identify the Bantu Migrations, analyze the influence of Islam, and compare 
 two major states (North and West).
Africa is a Continent, not a country

Climate/Geography

1. Rainforest/Jungle---only about 5%, unsuitable for farming

2,  Deserts—2 major deserts—1. Sahara—world’s largest and 2. Kalahari

***Desertification—The desert is getting bigger. 

3.  Savanna—most of Africa is savanna or Grassy Plain.  Good soil, but long droughts.

North Africa—fertile farmland

Produced a lot of Gold (Ghana) for trade.  Everyone contributed to gathering and producing gold.

West Africa—lots of Salt, which was valuable for preventing dehydration, preserving food, and taste.  It was as valuable as gold in some areas. 

They had a surplus—excess.  So much that some people built houses of salt blocks. 

Bantu Migrations—Bantu is a root language.  It went from the middle to the East and South.  A lot of Cultural Diffusion.  
Map of Africa---locate Gold Region (North), Salt Region (West), Sahara Desert, Bantu Migration.   BELOW!!
Islamic Influence—Islam spread slowly, after Christianity.  Eventually one of the rulers, Mansa Musa, converted to Islam and put in justice based on the Koran.  He also made a pilgrimage to Mecca.  Islam affected Africa by their religious laws, written language, coinage, and business practices.  

