Chapter 17-5 Notes

Absolute Monarchy in Russia

Russia was backward and still practicing the feudal system with serfs, lords, vassals, etc. 

Peter the Great


*Took over at the age of 10


*Studied European culture in the European parts of Russia


*Went to Europe and learned from doctors, scholars, businessmen, artists, and politicians

Wanted to Westernize Russia—adopting European ideas, culture, technology

Was an Absolute Monarch and tried to force Russians into a European lifestyle

Made men shave their beards (or pay a tax), made people wear European clothes, and made women and men dance together in public
Things that Peter did in Russia:

Controlled Church

Improved/expanded education 

Simplified the alphabet

Improved waterways

Helped mining and trading 

Expanded the military

Increased the land

Unfortunately, serfdom increased which made Russia stay backward

When palace guards revolted, he had 1000 of them killed and left their rotting corpses outside the palace walls.
Made St. Petersburg and modeled it after Versailles.

Catherine the Great

She was a German princess who married Peter III.

Peter was crazy and ended up being assassinated.  She may have been involved in the plot.  

She wanted to expand Westernization.  She did, however, increase the feudal system, slowing down advancement.

Increased education, expanded borders, and codified laws.

The major thing that she did was gain a warm water port for Russia on the Black Sea.  Prior to this Russia had a lot of trouble trading during the winter months because the water would freeze over and they couldn’t get out/in of their ports.  This helped a lot.  

.

