Chapter 27 Section 1 and 2 Notes

Things were going pretty well in the world.  Industrial Revolution had improved things greatly and most countries were thriving.  Charities were helping people.

Pacifism—Opposition to all war

Reasons for World War I

1. Nationalism—France and Germany especially.

2. Imperialism—Countries were competing for colonies.

3. Militarism—Glorification of the military


Arms Race—building up your military.  If you tax the people for weapons, you have to use them or the people get upset.

4. Alliances—countries signed pacts with other countries to help them out if attacked. 

5. Assassination—Archduke Francis Ferdinand of Austria Hungary (and wife) were shot while visiting Bosnia.


They visited during their anniversary, but also a day when Bosnia had freed itself from Ottoman Rule


The Black Hand (terrorist group) planned assassination.  Gavrilo Princip, 19, pulled the trigger after car stopped right in front of him.

Start of War—1914
A.H. issued an Ultimatum—final set of demands—to Bosnia


1. End aggression


2. Punish all involved


3. Let AH help in the investigation

Bosnia refused ultimatum—AH declared War

AH had an alliance with Germany

Bosnia had an alliance with Russia

Russia had an alliance with France

Other countries either:

Mobilized—prepared for war

Declared Neutrality—not supporting either side

Germany tried the Schlieffen Plan to avoid a 2 front war.

Attack and take out France first, then go after Russia (who would be slower to mobilize)

Germany went through Belgium (who was neutral), drawing Belgium in.
Britain had an alliance with Belgium so they joined the Allies.

