China Unit 5 Notes
Tang Dynasty—610 to 907

Extended empire

Had Tributary States—countries that recognize China’s superiority and send $ (pretty much left alone to do their own thing as long as they send $)

Set up Civil Service Program
Set up School system

Land Reform—Took land from the rich and gave it to the poor (peasants)

Built Canals which helped trade

Declined because of corruption, taxes, and rebellions

Song Dynasty 960-1279

Smaller than Tang

Economy expanded

More food and more trade

Gentry—wealthy landowners

Peasants—most of society.  Could advance based on Education and Merit.

Women were subordinate to men—became part of husband’s family.  Footbinding (show pictures)

Chinese invented sunglasses, gunpowder, mechanical clock, printing press

Mongols ruled after Song Dynasty 

Genghiz Khan—World Emperor

Empire ran from Pacific to Eastern Europe

Strict discipline

Khan once decapitated over a million people because a group of people hid in corpses and got away

Allowed people to live like they wanted if they paid taxes to Mongols

Pax Mongolica—Mongol Peace


Trade flourished, cultural diffusion

Ming Dynasty 1368

Ming means brilliant

More trade and food, attention to the arts

Civil Service came back

Zheng He—great explorer  took 7 voyages to Persian Gulf, Red Sea, parts of Africa

62 ships, 25,000 sailors (many other ships)

Promoted Chinese superiority, but it was costly.

When Zheng He died China went to Isolationism.  They felt that they were superior and didn’t have anything to gain.  Limited size of ships, closed borders. 

