Japan Notes Unit 5

Chapter 13 Section 4 and Section 5

HSCE 5.3.2—East Asia through the 18th Century—How did Geography play a role in the development of Japan?  How did China influence Japan?  Discuss Shogunates.
People came from Asia

Archipelago—Chain of Islands

100 miles from Asia

4 main islands

Size of Montana

Location is super important and has shaped Japanese lives

Water helped Japan—trade, food, thriving fish industry

Located in the Ring of Fire

Ring of Fire—subject to earthquakes, volcanoes, tsunami (killer tidal waves)

Mongols attacked in 1274 but a typhoon wrecked the ships

Attacked again in 1281 but a typhoon wrecked the ships again. 

Created their own language based on Korean
Influence from China:

A. Government (Absolute Power)

B. Laws

C. Dress

D. Food

Selective borrowing—keeping some ideas and beliefs, discarding others

Japanese Feudalism---similar to European Feudalism

Emperor

Shogun—supreme military commander

Daimyo---Lords

Samurai---Knights---Code of conduct was Bushido (honor, bravery, loyalty)

Break Bushido they would commit Seppuku (ritual suicide)

Peasants

75% of population was below Samurai

Tokugawa Shogunate ruled until 1868


Women had very few rights


Economy boomed

Haiku—miniature poems


3 lines


1st line 5 syllables


2nd line 7 syllables


3rd line 5 syllables

Japan eventually closed its borders for 200 years after initially letting in foreigners.

