Napoleon

Born in Corsica (A French Ruled Island) in 1769

Family was nobility, but not rich

Moved to France and went to military school at the age of 9.

Promoted to Brigadier General in 1793.

Helped overthrow Directory 

Became one of three rulers 
Continued fighting and beat Austrian forces in Italy (1797)
1798
Tried to beat England, but didn’t have strong enough navy to attack so attacked English possessions in Egypt and Syria, but lost. 

In Jaffa he found out that the men he was fighting were prisoners on parole—he had them bayoneted or drowned to save bullets.  Men, women, and children were killed.

When he lost in Egypt and retreated he had some of his men who were sick poisoned to speed the retreat or save them from brutal torture by people following them.  

Made reforms in France

Banking, education, government

Napoleonic Code (see two documents) 1804
Give LIST of Napoleon quotes (document) and let students pick one to go over.

1803-1815 Napoleonic Wars

1803 Sold Louisiana Purchase to US for $15 million to pay for wars

Kept defeating Austria and Russia.

Took all of Europe except England

One reason he was tough to beat was that he made new battle plans for each battle.  He wouldn’t repeat strategies.
Map of Napoleon’s Empire

Became emperor in 1804

Took crown from Pope to symbolize that he, not Pope, had the power.

His greatest victory was the Battle of Austerlitz (Czechoslovakia) in 1805 when he beat both Austria and Russia.

Video Here

1812—Attacked Russia (invasion)

Grand Army—422,000 troops started in June.  

By August half were dead or had deserted.

By December, he had only 10,000 men left who made it back to France.  

Battle of Borodino—both sides had bad casualties—no clear winner.

Russia kept retreating whenever France attacked.

Scorched Earth tactic—burn and destroy everything.

France made it to Moscow—Russians had evacuated and destroyed supplies.  After a month of starving Napoleon retreated. 

Russian had set Moscow on fire.

Temperatures were as low as -40.

The line of troops was more than 50 miles.

Russians would pick off stragglers and torture them.

Followed same northern route home instead of going south and having warmer weather.  

When they passed back they had to pass dead Frenchmen half eaten by wolves.  
Built shelters from their dead comrades.

VIDEO HERE OF Napoleon Invades Russia

 Horses were dying in droves, and the Grande Armée’s flanks and rear guard faced constant attacks. To top it off, an unusually early winter set in, complete with high winds, sub-zero temperatures and lots of snow. On particularly bad nights, thousands of men and horses succumbed to exposure. Stories abound of soldiers splitting open dead animals and crawling inside for warmth, or stacking dead bodies in windows for insulation. “Things got bad very quickly,” Paine said. “It was a constant attrition.”
Found bones http://www.history.com/topics/napoleon/videos#the-bones-of-napoleons-army
AT SAME  TIME they were fighting Peninsular War

1808-1814 Fought Peninsular War Eventually Lost to Portugal and Spanish (with English help)

Then Napoleon lost the Battle of Leipzig (Germany) in 1813 to a coalition of Austrian, Russian, and Swedish troops.
Coalition—370,000 troops

French---198,000 men
Napoleon had to retreat to France, but the coalition kept coming and eventually took Paris.

Napoleon Abdicated—stepped down from power.

1814 Treaty of Fountainbleu—he was exiled to Elba.  Wife and son went to Austria

Feb 1815—Napoleon escaped Elba and returned triumphantly to France.  Led to 100 days campaign.

Attacked Belgium quick and won a battle.

2 days later lost to British forces at Waterloo (Belgium)

“Met his Waterloo”

This phrase originates from the war at Waterloo, Belgium where Napoleon was defeated by the Allied forces led by Wellington. This incident happened in 1815 and marked the end of his military dominion. The phrase "met with his Waterloo signifies meeting with a devastating and utter defeat. It indicates that someone who has been successful in the past was defeated or had to face failure by someone or something that proved to be too much of problem or a dilemma for them.
June 22, 1815—Exiled to St. Helena

Died on May 5, 1821 at the age of 51 from stomach cancer 

Entombed in Paris where French military leaders are interred.

Napoleon’s true love was Josephine—a widow of a man executed during Reign of Terror

They both cheated on each other and Napoleon wrote his brother about it, the note was intercepted and he was embarrassed when it became public.  

Josephine never produced an heir so he divorced her and married Marie.  They had one son, who died of Tuberculosis at 21.

He had illegitimate children, but only claimed one.  

