The Crusades
The Crusades were a series of Holy Wars between the Christians and the Muslims from 1095 to 1291 AD.  Although there were three main Crusades, several other Crusades were fought between these two religious groups. Initially, the Christians wanted to free the Holy Land of Jerusalem from Muslim control.  Muslims, in response, wanted to maintain power in their religion’s birthplace.  Neither group wanted to relinquish control of what they considered sacred ground.
 At the Council of Clermont in 1095, Pope Urban urged Christians to take up arms to fight for Christianity and he was met with a tremendous amount of men willing to fight.  Christian men were willing to wage war for several reasons. They could get out of jail, spread Christianity, be free of paying taxes, and if they died went straight to Heaven.

The First Crusade
The First Crusade began in 1096 and lasted until 1099.  Four main armies headed to Byzantium from Western Europe.  Two minor armies left before the main armies.  The first minor army was crushed by Muslim forces because they did not wait for help, while the second drew criticism for attacking Jewish towns and massacring their people.  The main armies began their assault in May, 1097.  The Christians won major victories at Nicea and Antioch before descending on Jerusalem.  The Muslim governor surrendered to the Christians in 1099.  Despite promising safety to the defeated Muslim people, Christian soldiers slaughtered hundreds of men, women, and children upon entering the city. 
The Second Crusade
Obviously, the Muslim people did not want to allow Christians to control the Holy Land.  Many Christian soldiers left Jerusalem to return home to Western Europe, leaving Jerusalem susceptible to attack.  Christians enjoyed control until 1130, when Muslims began winning small battles with their enemy, whom they called the Franks.  When the Muslims took over one of the four major Christian territories in 1147, the Second Crusade began.  King Louis VII of France and King Conrad III of Germany sent an army of 50,000 Christian soldiers to Jerusalem but were soundly defeated by the Muslims in 1149. The Muslims had now regained control of the Holy Land by crushing the largest Crusading army ever assembled. 
The Third Crusade
The Third Crusade lasted from 1189 until 1192.  The Muslim leader, Saladin, had destroyed Christian forces in the Holy Land.  A third Christian invasion was decided upon.  The Crusading forces were led by King Phillip II of France and King Richard I of England (also known as Richard the Lionheart).  Richard I defeated Muslims in both Arsuf and Jaffa before arriving in Jerusalem.  Instead of destroying the city, Richard I and Saladin agreed to sign a peace treaty establishing the Kingdom of Jerusalem.   This ended the Third Crusade in 1192. 
The Other Crusades
There were several other Crusades involving Christian soldiers.  The Fourth Crusade saw Christians attack and conquer the city of Constantinople.  Holy wars were also fought when Christians defeated Albigensians (a separate sect of Christianity) in France, and Transylvanian Pagans.  These were known as the Albigensian Crusade and the Baltic Crusade.  In the Fifth Crusade (1216 to 1221), Pope Innocent’s Christian forces were crushed by Muslims.  The Sixth Crusade was peaceful and led to the transfer of Jerusalem to the Christians for a few years through a peace treaty.  When the treaty expired, Muslim forces easily took back Jerusalem.  The minor Crusades from this point on where basically one-sided, with the Muslim forces defeating invading Christians.  European Christians were beaten in Acre and driven from Syria and Palestine in 1291, effectively ending the Crusades. 
