Unit 13 Notes Interwar Period/ Revolutions
Russia Revolution

Czar Nicholas II was part of Romanov Dynasty that ruled for 300 years

Russia stretched from Pacific Ocean to Eastern Europe

Majority of Russians were poor peasants

They still practiced feudalism

Russia was very backward

Nic had secret police

World War I

Russia was being crushed by Germany

Factories couldn’t turn out enough supplies

Transportation system broke and couldn’t get stuff to the war front

No Rifles and ammunition, not enough food.

1915--2 million casualties 

At home there was food and fuel shortages, workers went on strike

Nicholas II abdicated in March 1917.  

A temporary government was set up but it was weak. 

Nic and family (5kids) were killed to keep them from revolting
Russian Revolution 1917

Bolsheviks—socialist group (Communist)—V.I. Lenin was leader

Promised “Peace, land, and bread.”

Overthrew provisional government but fighting persisted until 1921

Signed treaty with Germany ending their involvement in WWI in 1918—Russia gave up land in the treaty 

Lenin died in 1924—wife wanted him buried next to his mom, Commies instead put him in Red Square (preserved) for 65 years as a symbol for Communism.
Stalin and Trotsky competed for control, Stalin won.

Joseph Djugashvili (Stalin)

5 Year Plan

Govt owned all business

Rewarded people who met quotas, punished those who didn’t 

Production grew, but quality suffered (as long as they produced goods)

Collectives—large farms owned and operated by peasants—took peasants’ stuff, had them work large farms with others.  The peasants had to give up animals, crops, tools.  Instead many killed/sold animals, burned crops, broke tools.  They tried growing only enough for themselves, but govt. took it and they starved.

5 to 8 million died in Ukraine alone.

Great Purge—Stalin ordered all critics and opposition killed or exiled.  This included all people Stalin thought might challenge him for power (old rivals, war heroes, Communist leaders) because he was super paranoid. 

Between 4 and 20 million were killed or exiled (govt papers show 4, historians 20)

This depleted Soviet leadership.

Stalin was planning another when he died. 

Totalitarian State—total control

Secret police

Censorship

Terror

Propaganda

Nationalism

Atheism—he wanted to make 1st allegiance to Russia, not god

Factories
Distribution

Wages

Housing

Newspapers

People had free education, medical care, day care, and cheap housing.  They didn’t have choices at stores (everything was 1 brand basically—govt brand)

Higher ups in Commie govt, scientists, military had special stores to shop at.

Everyone earned the same.

India
British ruled India, even though India fought for them in WWI and expected independence.

Amrista Massacre—1919—British soldiers killed 379 people and wounded 1,100 for holding a public meeting (which had been outlawed)

Mohandas Gandhi—studied law in England, practiced in South Africa.  

Believed in Nonviolence, Hinduism except Caste System—felt that all people (women) were equal.  

By power of love, even the worst person could be turned.

Called for boycotts of English goods because Indians were forced to buy and sell everything with England.

Salt March—were only allowed to buy English Salt—he told English he was going to march to the Sea.  He did, picking up a bunch of people along the way.  Went into the sea, picked up some salt and was arrested.  

Protesters used nonviolence and were repeatedly beaten during protests.  The world spoke against British, but no independence until 1947.

