Unit 9 Notes

Enlightenment Notes
Enlightenment—Age of Reason

Enlightenment thinkers did not get along with Religious authorities and governmental authority because Religion wants you to believe on faith.  Government doesn’t want you questioning their authority or want to extend equality.

Hobbes—People are naturally selfish, greedy, and cruel.  If not strictly controlled they will fight, rob, and oppress each other.  Believed in Absolute Monarchy.

Locke—Believed that people were naturally good and moral.  People have natural rights to life, liberty, and happiness.

Philosophes—French lovers of wisdom

Rousseau—People are basically reasonable but are corrupted by the evils of society, especially the unequal distribution of land/property.

Voltaire—Defender of Freedom of Speech.  “I don’t agree with a word that you say, but I’ll defend to the death your right to say it.”  If you don’t like a book, don’t read it, if you don’t agree with an idea, dispute it.  Anti-censorship.  Was thrown in jail.

Diderot—Created an Encyclopedia, but was different from ours because it had opinions on issues like slavery, divine right, freedom of expression, education, etc.

Women had a role in the Enlightenment, they ran salons (social gatherings to discuss ideas).  Madame Geoffrin was the leading salonierre.  She had Mozart and Diderot, amongst others.  

Montesquieu—Frenchman who wanted Separation of Powers (3 separate groups to make sure nobody gets too strong)

Adam Smith—Wrote The Wealth of Nations. Discussed free market and supply and demand.

Government and religion both tried to use censorship, banning books and imprisoning writers and critics.  

Chapter 18-3 Notes

Britain became a Global Power because:  Great location (island for imports, exports, defense), Good business climate, Ireland, Scotland, Success in war.
Britain had already rebelled vs Charles I and James (Glorious Revolution)

Developed Constitutional Government—government whose power is limited by law (or a Constitution)

George I couldn’t speak English (he was German) so he appointed a Cabinet, or a group of advisors.

The Head of the Cabinet was the Prime Minister.

George III dissolved the Cabinet after his mom told him to “Be a King”  The US revolted, won and George then lost his power back to the Prime Minister and Cabinet.

Chapter 19-1 Notes
FRANCE

There was a social structure in France made up of 3 Estates

1st Estate—Clergy or Church leadership.  They collected tithes, paid no taxes, had money.  They ran schools, hospitals, and orphanages.  Some lived lavishly, some sparsely.

2nd Estate—Nobles.  Rich people who had the best jobs and a lot of the property.  They were exempt from taxes and were allowed to hunt.  

3rd Estate—The rest of the population—middle class and peasants.  This did include lawyers and “professional” workers, but most were poor peasants.  98% of the population belonged to this group.  They could NOT hunt, had to pay all of the taxes on everything, and had to work for free on roads, bridges, etc.  They did not have the same rights. 

The King needed money so he asked for grievances from each estate.  The 3rd Estate listed many but kept being outvoted 2 to 1 by the 1st and 2nd Estate.  After being locked out of the Assembly, they made the Tennis Court Oath, where they promised to meet wherever and do whatever it took to get a Constitution.  
The Bastille was a French Prison.  The common people attacked it on July 14 looking for gunpowder and weapons that they thought were inside.  They weren’t allowed in and some were shot and killed.  Eventually they overran the prison, killed some of the guards and freed some of the prisoners.  This is celebrated as an Independence Day in France.  

Chapter 19-2/3 Notes

FRANCE

They still wanted a Constitution, equality, and freedoms (Enlightenment Ideas).  There were a lot of poor people and upset people.

Famine struck and it made things worse (Crop failure).  

The Great Fear

Peasants attacked Nobles and took some of their crops.

Nobles killed peasants in retaliation.  

Eventually, Nobles gave up their exclusive hunting rights, exemption from taxes, and special legal status.  

The people got the Declaration of the Rights of Man, similar to our Declaration of Independence (and modeled after it).

This said that people were born and remain free, and had the right to life, liberty, and security.  It also said that taxes were based on your ability to pay. 

Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette were King and Queen

Marie played poor and supposedly said “Let them eat cake” when told the peasants couldn’t afford bread.

They lived very lavishly.

Women marched to Versailles and demanded that the King and Queen go back to Paris and see how the poor people were living.  King and Queen went to Paris.

They tried to flee in disguise, but were caught when their carriage was stopped and someone held up some currency to Louis XVI’s face.  Returned to Paris.

Put on trial for being traitors.

Beheaded by the guillotine.

Committee of Public Safety had a lot of Power.

Maximilian Robespierre was the Head.

Reign of Terror--40,000 people were executed in one year as enemies to the Country or people who spoke out against what was happening, many of whom were peasants.  

Eventually Robespierre started executing former allies and was executed himself.

Suffrage was extended to all male citizens, not just property owners. 

Olympe de Gouges wrote the Declaration of the Rights of Women, but women did not gain more rights.  She spoke out against the Reign of Terror and was guillotined.

France was in flux.  This caused problems OUTSIDE FRANCE
Monarchs cracked down on people with censorship and imprisonment.  They did not want the Revolutionary ideas to spread to their countries.
